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NEW SERIES. 
Vol. VIII. Cincinnati, Ohio, July 1, 1840. ek 
PERFECTION. | 
SeLF-EXAMINATION. 


In entering on my scientific pursuit, says Sir J. F. W. 
Herschel, one of the student’s first endeavors ought to be, to 
prepare his mind for the reception of truth, by dismissing, or 
at least loosening his hold on, all crude and hastily adopted 


‘notions respecting the objects and relations he is about to 


examine as may tend to embarrass and mislead him; and to 
strengthen himself by something of an effort and a- resolve, 
for the unprejudiced admission of any conclusion which shall 


appear to-be supported by careful observation and logical argu- 
a% ment, even should it prove of a nature adverse to notions he 


may have previously formed for himself, ortaken up, without 


examination on the credit of others. He adds that ‘‘such an 
effort isthe euphrasy and rue, with which we must ‘purge 
our sight,’ before we can perceive and contemplate, as they are, 
the lineaments of ‘truth and nature.” The self-denial which 


is recommended in the above elegant observations of this 
great ‘‘Shepherd of the Stars,”* is as indispensable in the 
student of religion as in the student of nature. Without in-. 
tellectua! and moral discipline, without some effort to abandon 
those fatal prejudices which would retard our progress towards 
perfection by holding to our lips the intoxicating draught of 
self-complacency, and causing us to believe that we have 
already attained it, we shall be wholly unfit to prosecute with 


success a genuine reform of our own life. The disciple of 


Christ must ‘examine himself” as the apostle says; for as 


Christ our adorable master has it in another scripture, **You 


know not what spirit ye are of.”? To be ignoran: of any of 
the works of God is not desirable; but to be ignorant of our 
own life and constitution is perfectly inexcusable. Where 
the scriptures command us to examine ourselves they can 
mean only one of two things, or both of them together as rela- 


ted to our profession of the gospel, i. e. they must mean thatwe 


*Sir John says that Astronomer signifies “Shepherd of the-Stars.?” 
13 | 
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should examine for the purpose of understanding It, our own | 

mental constitution; or they must mean that we should ex- — 

amine, for the purpose of understanding and improving it, 

our Own life or behuviour as related both to our mental consti- 

tution and to the religion which we profess; for the religion 

of Christ must harmonize with the constitution of our nature, 
_ be this what it may; for how could we imagine that an all- 
wise and all-benevolent Creator could possibly propose to man 

a religion not adapted to his nature! Suppose it had been 

given to man but adapted to angels, or devils, or to no ereated | 
nature whatever! Does any one imagine that God ever gave — 
to angels a religion that was suited only to man.and notto 
them? Never. Why then should we suppose that a good /— 
God ever gave to man a religion that was not suited to his 
-constitution and nature. It is said that the commands of God 
‘sare not grievous but joyous;” but how could this be if they 
were not adapted to our nature? If they did not harmonize 
with both our constitution and our state as social beings, they | 
. would be most intolerably grievous; they would be wholly in- 
‘supportable. In self-examination, therefore, the assemblage 
of objects which present themselves for reflection, or calm and 
- careful consideration, are these three, viz: 1st.our own men- — ; 
tal constitution; 2d. our own life or behaviour forming our — 
character; and 3d. and last, the Holy Scriptures as intended 
to illuminate, direct and support us in our efforts to mould and 
fashion ourselves after the :mage of God who created us. | 
Now these are all great subjects; and the virtue of self- 
examination which contemplates them with-their mutual con- - — 
- nections and dependence must also be great. I say their. mutual 
- connections, for the serptures must connect themselves with | 
nature at some point, otherwise they would be wholly useless; 
: there must be a point where they reach and touch human na- _ 
ture. I say dependence also, because if religion has been 
superadded to nature, it must have been because of some lack 
or deficiency in the latter, which requires to be made up by 
: the former; and therefore we must be dependent on the Bible 

for the supply of this, whateveritbe. 

‘ _ Again: our character roust be dependent on our constitu- 
tion and the Holy Bible also, so that there must subsist among 
these things both relation and dependence; and inasmuch as | 

we are expected to found and form our character for eternity, — 
it behooves us to understand them all, that we may shape our ; 
lives accordingly. In our next we will direct the attention of 
tIee reader to the constitution of human nature.  W.S. 


May the 20th, 1840. 


_.Health and peace to you from God and from Jesus our Lord. | 

We have the pieasure to inform you that our-Cirecular of 
ps5 March 10th, has happily been responded to by our brethreh: 
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throughout the state in a manner at once honorable to their 


own profession of the holy gospel, and railing: to our feel- 


ings. ‘They have attended from all quarters at Harrodsburg, 


and blest us with their presence, their piety and their counsel, 


and now after ten days liberal, enlightened, and delighful in- 
tercouse, after many important and. interesting disclosures; 
after having had much light shed upon the great object of our 
meeting, namely: the furtherance of the interests of Religion. 


and Literature, we are enabled by the good providence of 


God, our Father, and in accordance with deep reverenee for 


_ him, and love for them, to dismiss them in peace, and by the 
- addition to our assembly of forty most interesting conversions 
to bring our meeting toa tranquil, pleasing and successful 

issue. | | 


For particulars touching the number and condition of the 
churches that have addressed us by letter, we beg leave to 


refer you to our minutes, The number of members reported 
falls a fraction short of ten thousand; but this, we are assured, 


by information received during the meeting, is not more than 
one-third of the whole number of our brethren residing with- 
in the limits of the state of Kentucky, and that therefore a 


complete census for the next year 1841, will doubtless return 


at least 30,000 for the whole state. That this may be obtained, 
and that the objects of our present meeting may be still further 
advanced, we have appointed a second general meeting, to be 
held at Harrodsburg in 1841. It willcommence on Thursday 


before the 2d Lord’s day in May, and this all the brethren 


every where are affectionately and respectfully invited to 


In reporting, the churches will please have respect to the | 


following points, viz: ‘* The number of brethren in each 
church; the number of churchesin each county, and if pos- 


sible the number of brethren in each county. Also, their 
organization, their past success, their usefulness, and their 
prospects for the future, with any additional item of informa- 


tion which it may be deemed important to communicate.”’ 


Among the occurrences of our meeting, we deem it not the 
least interesting to the public, and the brethren, to state here, 


that there were elected for the benefit of all churches in the 


state, two evangelists, John Rogers and J. J. Moss, who are 
to be sustained, not by the churches, but by the individual 
contributions of the liberal and bountiful brethren, who either 


_ have pledged, or may hereafter pledge themselves for the sup- 


port of this necessary and most interesting embassy. — 


- The business of these public functionaries will be,“not 60 


much to.make converts themselves, as to address the churches 
which they wit orally, and if possible to arouse the whole 
i am in Kentucky to their duty, and to exalt them to a 

igher usefulness, and a divine life, by inculcating upon them 


the imper'oas necessity of perfecting, as soon as practicable, 
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their church organization, of applying for their own safety, 
quietude, and purity, the uniform discipline of Christ, of em- 
ploying evangelists, of raising funds for this and other neces- 
sary purposes, by an equitable scheme of finance, and of the 

_ great obligation of personal perfection in justice, mercy, and 
the love of God; that by well doing, we may put to silence 
the ignorance of uninstructed men, 

_. Beloved, seeing we anticipate great results from this our 
mission, we invite you to share with us the burden of sus- 
taining it, by remitting to Doct. Samuel Hatch, Chairman of — 
the committee, such a sum of money, or notes, or pledges, as 

it may appear good to you to contribute for said purposes. — 
Receive, therefore, beloved, for the truth’s sake, these the 
Messengers of the Harrodsburg Church, and pledges of our 
dearest esteem, the offspring of our highest affection for you 
in Christ Jesus. And now may grace, mercy and peace from 
God, rest upon you through Jesus Christ. To him be the. 
—__ glory through all ages in the church. Amen. | 
| Done by order of the Church, | 
SAMUEL 
P. Wittiams, 
SamuEL G. Mutuins, 
H. Winn, 
Parmar T. Arnie 
Commitee of Harrodsburg Church. 


PERFECTION. 
SELF-EXAMINATION. 


We have Stated that agreeably. to certain views of human 
nature man is a creature of knowledge, duty, happiness and 
conscience, but an improved philosophy would simplify our 
_ apprehension of humanity by defining it as being intellectual, 
~moraland animal in its constitution; that is, man is endowed 
mentally with animal propensities, moral sentiments, and in- 
 tellectual faculties. The excellence of our character, there- 
fore, for strength, wisdom, and benevolence will always be in 
the ratio of cur conformity to the laws which preside over this — 
our nature, which, as may be seen, is one of great extent a 
ranging from mete matter to faculties which place usonatevel 
with God and the angels; for in the beginning God made man 
in_ his own likeness. | | 
- We have then three orders of faculties, the animal, the 
moral, and the intellectual. pegs | | 
ist. The animal propensities are those which are given to 
a man for hisown defence, gratification and support. 
- @d. The moral sentiments are those which are given him 
for the defence, support and gratification of others; and 
_____ $d. His intellectual faculties are bestowed upon him that he 
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may discern the truth in all cases. So that we are endowed 
with powers to render us active in our own behalf; powers to 
render us active in the behalf of others, and powers to judge 
of all action, and to show us what providence has put in our 
power to do both for ourselves and others. It is in the world 
of mind as it isin the world of matter, truth is balanced up- 
on contraries; we have in the material world light and dark- 
ness, attraction and repulsion, gravitation and motion; and in 
the world of mind we have selfish propensities and social 
sentiments, desire and aversion, virtue and vice. Our. pas- 
sions wonld impel us to gratify ourselves at the expense of 
others; and our feelings of benevolence would lead us to 
gratify others at our own expense. By our propensities we 
would live in ourselves and for ourselves; by our sentiments 
we would live in others and for others; but divine wisdom has 
shown us that these are the extremes of our nature and that 
we can neither live exc!usively in ourselves or in others.. He 
has therefore given us inte!ligence by which we may discern — 
what is duty in all cases, and attend toit accordingly. 7 
[t is not unimportant that we observe in this place, however, — 
that although the blessed authority of our nature has gifted us 
with powers to make us active in behalf both of ourselves and 
others, and with wisdom and prudence to discern the truth, 
yet he has not left the matter here entirely; but has superadded 
another moral poweror faculty, viz: conscience, or if you like, 
conscientiousness, to incline us, when the truth ts seen, to 
follow it; a conservative power to preserve the balance of our 
faculties and cause usto actin harmony with our whole na- 
ture, and our state and cond.tion as members of the commu- 
nity. | 
Seeing then that we are endowed with faculties that natu- 
rally and spontaneously lead us to act in behalf both of our- 
selves and other men, there can be, strictly speaking, no virtue 
or merit in any thing that we do either for ourselves or others 
considered apart from our intelligence, It is the acting in 
behalf of ourselves or others agreeably to the dicta of our 
conscience, illuminated by reason and the Holy Scriptures, 
that stamps our deeds with the name and merit of virtue. 
Ftom the foregoing premises, therefore, we may, perhaps 
gather up a definition of perfection of action. Let us put 
this question then, and try to solve it by the facts above stated: 
What is perfection of action? Aaswer. An action is stamped 
with perfection when it is performed aright, not by instinct, but 
by intelligence and agreeably to an enlightened conscientious- 
ness. There isa difference between action and character; 
these words stand toone another as particulars do to gencrals; 
there be many persons defective in their character who never- 
theless perform individual actions of great virtue and merit. 
And there are others who have become eminent for general 
excellence who nevertheless have stained their. reputation by 
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acts of greatenormity. The Holy Scriptures present us with 
abundant illustration of both these cases. I presume my rea- 
ders would desire to have a definition of the expression ‘per- 
fection of character.” Above I have attempted to define 
‘perfection of action,” and hope in due time to supply a 


_ definition of the other expression also. In the mean time let 


us remember and obey the apostolic injuction ‘‘Let a man 
examine himself.’ | W.S. 


CONVERSION. 
CONTINUED. 
As men have confounded the work of Christ with that of — 


_ the apostles, and not taken thé distinction between redemption 


and conversion, so they have confounded the work of the 
Holy Spirit with it also, and taught tha: unless the world is 


converted by the Holy Spirit, it will not be converted atall. — 


Now the work of the Holy Spirit is inspiration; and inspira- 
tion is certainly as distinct from proclamation, which is the 
work of the apostles, as a propitiation which is the work 


‘of our Lord Jesus Christ. Why do we confound inspi- 


ration, proclamation, and propitiation? Their distinction is, 
one might suppose, sufficiently obvious. Is, then, the man, 
who is converted, inspired to be converted? The affirmative 
of this is in factthe doctrine of every one who denies the effi- 
cacy of the word of the apostles—the power of the glorious gos- 
pel which they had in charge to announce to mankind. In- 
spiration may be necessary to make a prophet, but it is not 


necessary to make a disciple. A sight of the Lord Jesus was 


requisite to prepare a man for the Apostolate, but this is not. 


needed in making a Christian. Paul, in order to become an 


Apostle, was favored with a view of the person of the Re- 
deemer; but to make the Eunuch a disciple it was sufficient 
to send to him Philip. In short, men are to be converted by 


‘the proclamation of that redemption which is in Christ Jesus, — 


and to receive the Holy Spirit after they are converted. Thus 
the work of conversion is neither the work of Christ nor the 
work of the Holy Spirit, but a matter with which the apostles | 
were charged when Christ said, ‘‘Go you into all the world 
and preach the glad tidings to every creature; he that believes 
end is baptized, shall be saved; and he that believeth not, 
shall be condemned.”’ Mark 16 c. Here weask what is that 
word or message by the apostle which is to convert the na- 
tienst 1 answer itis the gospel. But what is the gospel? 
I¢ means good news, and this good news is this, **That God so 
oved the world as to give his only begotten son that whoso- 
ever believes on him might-not—perish but have everlasting 


life.” The enounciation of this fact is varied in style and 


language, but the fact itself is invariably one in all tho 
scripture. 


. 
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Is it next asked how is this message to be taught mankind! 
Answer, It is to be taught by the Holy Scriptures, that is we 
are to deliver it in the language of the Holy Scriptures, and 
there it assumes the form of faith, repentance and baptism 
first. If then we would forward the mission of the apostles 
and the work of conversion, we must seek to secure men in 
faith. In this affair it is impossible to please God without 
faith. The same is equally true in regard to repentance and 
obedience. But the word in point of privilege is to all who 
receive it in its true form, rémission of sins, the Holy Spirit 
andin the end eternal life; such are said to be begotten of God 
by this word, to be born of him. The word to such is as milk 
and meat, and is intended to be to them a guide and comfort 
through life. 
But the apostles to. whom was committed the conversion of 
the world have fought the good fight, they have finished their 
course; and‘this business necessarily devolves upon the church | 
which they had the honor to raise up among us Gentiles to 

“te the glory of the name of Christ. In this our duty is evident, 
for if the church address not herself to the work of the Lord 
to whom shall the world be indebted for conversion? to whom 

shall poorsinners look? Will angels or devils, or wicked men 
assume this work? No. Itlies upon the disciples to see that 

this is done... 
We conclude then by arguing with our readers to remember 
first of all that the conversion of mankind lies withthem. 2d. 

_ By attending to it we shall secure to ourselves a clear con- 
science. 3d. We shall save souls. 4. We shall by so doing — 
please God. 5. We shall glorify the name of Christ. 6. We 
shall beauty and gladden the church. 7. We shall then ap- 
pear to him to profit. 8. If we water we ourselves shall be — 

watered, for God will bless us. Will not, then, all these na- 
tures operate in us to perform our duty? Reader reflect upon 
each of thesein succession. Think of the eternal importance 
to others of this duty, think of the blessing of a pure con- 
science as the result of having attended tothis duty. Think 
of the souls saved, and of the vast obligation under which we 
are laid of pleasing God. But will not our love to Christ in- 

7 fluence ust Do we not desire to see our leader glorified? 

‘ What ought to be nearer to our hearts than the name of the. 

fame of him who died tosave ust But are not the compact 
and joy of the church dear to our hearts! When, then, does — 
she appear in greater beauty and joy than when clothed with 
the garments of salvation? Is not the addition to the kingdom 
of God of converts the unvarying source of her greatest bless - 
edness? Oh there is nothing more pleasant to the true lover 
_of_our Lord Jesus Christ, than to behold the converts coming 
es flying to their windows. O.P. 
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THE LORD JESUS. 
After our blessed Lord had spoken what is called his sermon 


‘on the Mount, the people it is stated, were astonished at his | 
doctrine, for he taugiit as one having authority and not as the 
Scribes. He appeared to them to be a great original and nota ~ 


retailer of the doctrines of Moses. As we have never listen- 


ed to a person clothed with authority immediately by God, it | 


must be extremely difficult, if it be at all possible, for us to 
conceive of his manner of teaching. Whether that of our 


Lord was grand and striking, grave and weighty, simple and . 


unaffected, or occasionally and by turns all these together, 
the means of determining are not within our power. When 
the officers of the Sandhedrim were sent to seize him, they 
returned without him, and offered as their apology for so 
doing, that **never man spoke like this man.”’ 


The moral that [ would deduce from what is said of our 


Lord’s manner of teaching is this, viz: although his followers 


inthe ministry of the gospel can never arrive at that dignity 
and power of manner which distinguished him as the great 


original, yet they ought in my very liumble opinion, to teach 
and preach, as Paul says, with all authority. The preacher 
should ‘et the people know that the gospel is a command with a 
promise, that it embodies divine authority as well as divine 
grace, that the Most High commands them to repent. The 
bishops of churches should also enforce the commandments 
of Christ by his apostles with all authority, for if the preacher 
may in the name of God, command the people of the world to 


obey the gospe:, much more may the bishops of the churches — 


enjoin upon the brethren the precepts which are intended for 


them. Obey them that have the rule over you, and admonish — 


you in the Lord, and esteem them highly for their works sake. 

There is, however, nothing more distinetive of our Lord’s 
excellency thana certain fulness of mental devotion by which 
he seemed every mo.nent to have the divine Father fully be- 


fore his eyes. I have set the Lord always before my face, he 


is at my right hand so that [ am never moved. In thy 


presence there is fulness of joy and at thy right hand there 


are pleasures forever more. He looked like a being who had 
come from another world indeed—a world, not distinguished 
for a mixture of good asd evil like our own, bat in which 
God was the all-pervading idea, the charm of the heart and. 


the theme of the tongue. It ever had been his delight from 


eternity to do the will of his father, and when he became in- 
carnate, it-was, he said himself, his meat and drink to do his 
will, This great interpreter of the divine mind, the Word of 
God, (for he receives this name because he is the interpreter 


— 


of the divine mind, even as our own Word is the interpreter _ 


_ of our mind) this illustrious personage seemed ever to be full — 


of the godhead, and in this fulness seemed to be merged all 
undue regard to created good. He was not of this world. 
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He was of God and came from God, and was himself while in 
the flesh an interpretation of God. He was God manifest 
in flesh, ‘‘He that hath seen me hath seen the father.” ‘*No 
man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten who is in 
the bosom (counsels) of the father, he hath revealed him.” | 

This mental devotion should be cultivated by all Christians 
as a people who are destined to go to a world where mixed 
relations of good and evil, of sin and righteousness do not 
exist. Preachers of the gospel and bishops of the flock of 
Christ, especially, should be eminent for this fulness of devo- 
tion of God; and make his character, and his work and word 
the themes of their unceasing meditation and conversation 
with all men, and especially with the brethren under their 


CHARITY. 
It is evident that our Lord Jesus was in the habit of giving 


to the poor; for when he said to Judas, before the Lord’s sup- 


per was instituted, ‘*What thou doest, do quickly,” the other 
disciples thought he had directed him to give something to the 
poor, for Judas carried the bag. It behooves the disciples of 
the Messiali to look well to themselves, touching the perform- 


ance of charitable deeds, for their eternal salvation will turn | 


upon this at last. ‘Then will the Judge say to them on his 
right hand, ‘Come you bles-ed of my father, inherit the king- 
~dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave me food; 1 was thirsty and you 
gave me drink; I was a stranger and you lodged me; I was 
naked and you clothed me; I wassick and you assisted me; I 
- was in prison and you visited me.” Then he will say to those 
on his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and 
He gave meno food; I was thirsty and you gave me no drink; 

was astranger and you gave me no lodging; I was naked 
and you clothed me not; I was sick and you assisted me not; 
I was in prison and you did not visit me.’’’ 

And these shall go away into the everlasting punishment, 
and the righteous into life eternal. | | : 

The christian religion, then, consists at last, of goodness 
towards man and piety towards God. Ww. S. 


‘ 


INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF OUR 
ACCEPTANCE WITH GOD. 


Tt is not unusual, and perhaps it is not important here to no- 
tice it, for certain religious people tosay, ‘‘Give us the internal 
evidence of the Holy Spirit and we desire no higher proof of 
our acceptance with God.” Others say, ‘‘We have the word 


of God and that is enough for us.” The one of these classes 
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of people, go for the Spirit alone; the other for the word alone; 
the enlightened disciple of Christ will go for both, the word 
and spirit conjoined. Why should we run into extremes? 
Are not two withesses better than one? Donot the word and 
spirit together form a stronger proof of our acceptance with 
_ God than either of them taken singly?) When the Lord says 
that ‘the who believes and is baptized, shall be saved,” it is 
well, and it ought.to sustain the obedient in peace, and in 
confidence of his acceptance with the Father of mercies; but, 
if to the external evidence of the word he has been pleased 
to superadd the internal evidence of his holy Spirit, this is 
still more excellent. Among the errors of the day that of 
separating things which God has joined together, is not the 
least to be deplored. If God has promised his Holy Spirit to 
the believers, be it rernembered that he. has commanded him 
to be baptized in order to receive it. ‘*Repent and be bap- 
tized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” a S. 


Boon county, Mo., June 1st, 1840. 


Brotuer Scorr,—On ‘the first day of May I parted with my 


family, I left my domestic cares and set out on a preaching 
tour through the upper counties of Missouri. On -the first 
Lord’s day and Saturday before, Elder Thomas McBride and 
myself attended a meeting in Georgetown, Pettis county; this 
congregation was planted about a year ago, and your old friend 
Dr. Ferris is its Bishop. On the 5th ult. I addressed a con- 
gregation at brother Browning’s, in Saline county, where there 
is @ congregation in gospel order. On the 6th I reached 
brother Duke Young’s, in Lafayette county, he has a meeting 
house on his land, which was nearly filled with an attentive 
congregation. This large and flourishing churcl has been 

athered principally by the labors of brother Young, they 
hieve had considerable accessions within a few months, at one 
meeting near 30 were added. On the 7th brother Young and 
myself went to Dover, we had a large congregation and an 
‘interesting meeting here. This is one of the oldest churches 
founded upon the Bible alone in Missouri. Your old friend 
and brother Foster, late of Burlington, Ky., is one of the 
Elders. The church is large andin a flourishing condition. 
In the afternoon I went on to Lexington, accompanied by 
brothers Vancamp and T. N. Gaines, who met me in Dover, 
and spoke at candlelight to a large assembly in the Court 
house. The next morning we set out early for Jackson coun- 
ty, the two last mentioned brethren being with me. Brother 
Gaines preached at Col. Chiles’, and that night we reached my 
old companion and brother Elder F. R. Aad, who resides 
_near Independence. He cordially welcomed us, but his late 

beloved companion, our esteemed sister, was no longer there 
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to greet us, as she had so often done in former days in Ken- 
on Saturday, the 9th, our meeting began in Independence, 
and continued until Tuesday night following. The congre- 
gation was large—the large and comfortable frame meeting 
house, was generally filled to overflowing, and the attention 
seemed toincrease as the meeting progressed, and we regretted 


that other appointments compelled us to leave under such 


encouraging prospects. We had 32 additions during the 
meeting. One esteemed lady, who had long been a Presby- 
terian, was immersed. One Cumberland Presbyterian, one 


Baptist, and a few by letter were added, the others by faith ~—— 


and obedience. Brother Palmer was the immerser, and gave 
some lucid and interesting addresses On baptism at the water. 
This is a numerous and respectable church. 
On the 13th brothers Palmer, Gaines, and myself werein Lib- 
erty, Clay county, but the tremendous rains prevented the 
people generally from attending. Brothers Gaines, Young, 


and myself each gave them a discourse. Here we met with 


brother Aug. Payne, one of the Eldere of the congregation, 


and who has done much for the Bible cause in upper Missouri. 
This is a numerous and interesting church, and in addition to 
the services of brother Payne, they have those of brother 
Hiatt, an excellent preacher from Virginia. They have built 
for their accommodation an excellent brick meeting house in 

On the 14th, in the evening, we reached Richmond, viz: 


~ brothers Palmer, Gaines, and myself, and continued with them 


until the next Saturday morning, during which time 14 acces- | 
sions were obtained to the good cause. On the 15th we were 
joined by brothers Payne and Warrener. Richmond is'a 


_ pleasant and flourishing village, and the county seat of Ray 
county; brother Gaines a short time before this had visited this 


place, and spent some ten days among them proclaiming the 
word, assisted a part of the time by brother Payne, and suc- 
ceeded in inducing some 48 or 50 to confess and obey the 
Lord. A church of Christ was immediately planted, and the 
good work is still progressing. ers fe this church is an 
infant one, it is nevertheless in a very flourishing condition. 
On the 3d Lord’s day, the day before and after we were in 
Lexington, our young and excellent brother Gaines resides 
here, and in connection with brother Vancamp, labors for — 
them in word and doctrine, here we had crowded congrega- 
tions, and a very pleasant meeting, 16 additions were made 
during our stay here, Brothers Palmer aud Payne were | 
present during the meeting. Brother Hiram W. Bledsoe, late 

of Bourbon county, Ky., was ordained an Elder in this church. 


——The friends are building a comfortable brick meeting house in 


Lexington. After witnessing a number of immersions in the 
noble Missouri, I came on to Dover and spoke there agaiff at 
candlelight. | 
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On the 20th brother Lancaster and myself addressed a large 
congregation at brother Wood’s, in Saline, and at candlelight 
in Arrow Rock. On the 2ist I reached home, after an in- 
teresting journey of some 350 miles travel, in which I visited 
many churches | had never been among before—met and wor- 
shipped with many, very many of my old brethren and former 
associates—made many new and valuable acquaintances—and 
saw the success of the truth in upwards of 60 additions te 
three congregations. I besides travelled through one of the 
most lovely, fertile, and beautiful regions of country I have 
ever beheld. The Bible cause has a strong hold in Upper | 
Missouri, and-has many able advocates, but still notone-fourth | 
enough for the demand. Oh, that some talented preachers — 
could be induced to‘lend’a helping hand in Missouri. I was 
leased to learn by letters, on my return, that you, with other 
rethren had been recently laboring in my old neighborhood, 
in Fayette county, Ky., with great success; and that you had 
preached at my brother-in-laws, Col. T. A. Russel!ls,on which 
occasion his sou, who is the only son of my only sister, was 
immersed. Praised be the Lord. 
‘Your christian brother, T. M. ALLEN. 


TEMPORARY NATURE OF THE MATERIAL SYSTEM. 
things which are seen areltemporary. Pavt. 

If we admit, says a writer, the Eukian theory (that the 
planets which compose the material system, perform their revo- 
lutions merged in a resisting medium,) the consequences which 
follow are of the grandest nature. The beautiful simplicity 
of our system, as shown by the theorem of Lagrange, (517,) 
(577,) that the great machine of the universe presents to the 
contemplative mind no indications of beginning or end, is 
Jost! The doom of ultimate decay seems stamped upon all the 
works of the Creator. Though we cannot by any stretch of 
the imagination embrace the period of the duration of the 
system, the conclusion still, forces itself upon our minds that 
at last it must end—that one by one the planets must be Jost 
in the mass of the sun—itse!f perhaps in other suns and to 
contribute by the immensity of its attractions to the destruction 
of other systems. Though such will be the inevitable effect of 
a resisting medium, no individual of our race will have been 
destroyed by the heat consequent upon the diminished orbit of — 
the earth. S.C. WaLKER. 


THE GREATEST MAN. | 

The greatest man is he who chooses the right with invinci- 
ble resolution; who resists the greatest temptations from within | 
and from without; who bears the heaviest burdens cheerfully; © 


who is calm in storms, and most fearless under menaces and 
frowns; whose reliance on truth, on virtue, on God, is most 
unfaultering.—Channing. 


' 
ty 
-~ 
t 


OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 157 


THE HARBINGER. 


In the June number of the Harbinger there isa piece by the 
editor headed, ‘“‘The Evangelist,” which it behooves us here 

Reader, observe, when the Harbinger and the Evangelist 
had the happiness to meet in Cincinnati it was agreed fully on. 
both sides, that our mutual differences should be laid aside.— 
But whereas the Harbinger, in his last discourteous piece, 
speaks of ‘“‘apologies,” ‘assurances,’ ‘‘professions,”’ ‘*promi- 
ses,’ and I here assure you that he is 
mistaken, and that there were no such things from him; no 
such things from me; he made no acknowledgment to me but 
what you saw in his letter, and I made none to him but what 

ou saw in mine; at least I intended to make none; indeed, i 
ad none to make, for I am not conscious of having done him 
any evil. If Ihave spoken of the affairs of 1827, it was be- | 
cause [ had aright to do so; and if it be necessary I will do- 

. My course after the meeting in Cincinnati was this: Having 
yielded to the wishes of all present and of the Harbinger in 
particular (for the propositions came from him,) I determined 
to go heartily into the matter, and from that moment not to 
allow one word to pass into the pages of the Evangelist, which 
even the Harbinger himself should be able to interpret as a 
note of war. The Evangelist was from that moment pure and 
unstained. My course was perfectly unequivocal and deci- 
ded. Again: in order to gladden the hearts of the brethren, 


and, if possible, to wipe away as in a moment all memory of 


past differences, I inserted our letters in the very first number 


of the Evangelist that came out after our meeting: nay, I even 


tore out of the forthcoming number some matter which had 
already been set up in order to make room for said letters, and 
willingly incurred this expense in order to hasten to its differ- 
ent destinations the good news of our final reconciliation; I 


Say reconciliation, for although neither of us could say that he 


had intentionally injured the other, yet each felt that he had 
been injured by the other. 

But in writing upon ‘“‘Our Name” the Harbinger had asso- 
ciated his own with those of Luther, Calvin, and Wesley: 
and as I had said with asmile, ‘‘How fond we are of great 
and glorifying associations,” &c. I thought it behooved me for 
sake of ancient friendship to notice, and apologize for this.— 
Hence the appearance in my preface to the letters, of the fol- 
lowing sentence, viz: *‘the brethren will never be wounded again 
by a publication of a similar nature in the Evangelist.” 


_ > Now, reader, did it ever occur to you that in this little vo!- 


untary contribution to peace I had made a surrender of my 
personai independence as a mant or of any of my rights — 
and liberties as an_editor? Surely you could not imagine 


_ me guilty of a thing at once so absurd and unnatural!— 
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The Harbinger, when correcting an error of father Stone's, 


says, ‘‘You make me say of a subject abstractly what I say of © 
it in connection with its consequences.” In correcting the 
Harbinger himself therefore, I affirm that he makes me say in 
a universal sense what I said only in relation to a particular 
kind of observation. I meant that 1 would smile at the Har- 
binger’s taste for great associations no more; but he introduces 
my saying into his first paragraph without the most distant 
allusion to the circumstances under which it was penned, or — 
the small affair in relation to which it was written. That I 
should not examine into imputations, insinuations, or other 
injuries found in the Harbinger, whether written and offered 
by himself or any of his anonymous agents and writers, would 
imply, I must confess, concession indicative of a pusillanimity 
which it has never entered into my heart to think the Harbin- 
ger, or any other person, would presume to charge me with. 

o, I hold the blessings of personal right and my freedom as 
an editor and a christian most sacred; and if the Harbinger im- 
agine that he is at liberty to apply my saying to any thing but © 
the kind of observation in relation to which I wrote ii, I beg 
leave to say that he is'morally not at liberty to do so; and iffrom 
reading the unfeeling paragraph in the late Harbinger any of 


,my brethren suppose that | have laid myself under any supe- 
‘rior obligation to silence or guilty peace, I here tell them em- 
_ phatically that I have not. The Harbinger pronounced of him- 


self to be at peace. Nay, I have his written pledge for peace, 
and he is solemnly bound by his own signature to honor this 
ye sa now explained the nature of my words and shown 
to what they were applicable, it becomes me, further to state, 
that when | had withdrawn all exciting expressions from the 
Evangelist; published the letters; and made the above offering 
to peace, I was willing to go even farther, and therefore, in 


order to leave nothing undone which sincerity might do, I sat 
-me.down and wrote to the Harbinger a letter of friendship. It 


was intended to be an expression of my. perfect and entire 
satisfaction with what had taken place at Cincinnati. It was 


- full of the kindliest sentences.. Thus 1] had done every thing 


declarative of good intentions and of sincerity, which it was 
in the power of any human being similarly situated to do.—- 
But mark the sequel: it was the dead of winter and I was under 
promise to be in Richmond, Ky. on the 23d of December.— 


Well, with all my high hopes of peace out I set, when, behold, 


just as I arrived through storms and tempests at my place of 
destination, Richmond, the Harbinger was put into my hand! 
Too much wine, said I, isnot good; vinegar comes from wine. 
I am bold to assert that a piece of more flagrant injustice and 
wickedness has not been done any individual in this reforma- 
tion since it commenced than is done the Evangelist in the 


_ piece in the Harbinger which I read in Richmond. _ 
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But how do you suppose, reader, this infamous publication 
is got over by the Harbinger? Although it associates the per- 
son spoken of with murderers—Cain who slew his brother 
Abel, and Joab who killed Abner,—how do you think the 
Harbinger slurs it overt I will let you hear: the following is 
from the editor’s hand in his late piece: ‘ ; 

‘‘But an ‘anonymous publication’ appeared in the Harbinger, 

criminating, as some imagine, the Evangelist. That, howe- 
ver, having been printed while I was from home, and before 
the letters above alluded to were written, even in the judg- 
ment of the Evangelist as now expressed, attaches no blame 
to me.”’ | | 

Reader, the name of a.certain person living near Bethany 
and doing business for the Harbinger, was given me as the 
author of the abusive paper. I immediately wrote to him: he 
deigned me no answer. I then addressed a note to the Har- 
_ binger himself making the request that he would furnish me 
with the writer’s name, in order “that I might settle u with 
him according to the laws of Christ.””> The answer was, that 
my letter was not sufficiently respectful. He knew the per- 
son, he was a very respectable person, but he would not give 
me his name. I kad told the Harbinger that unless he gave 
me the person’s name, I would certainly decline publicly all 
religious connection with the writers, editors, and publishers 
of said piece. I have done so, and until the Harbinger gives 
me the name of said person [ hold him responsible. His say- 
ing that he was absent during its publication is no adequate 
apology for refusing to give me the name of the person: till he 
does this I am unable to settle my case agreeably to the law 
and discipline of Christ. To say that he was absent during its 
perenne makes bad worse. To be assured of this the reader 
has only to ask himself, Who were the editors and publishers 
of it? But enough of this for the present. 

I immediately received a letter from Cincinnati informing 
me of the grief that this anonymous paper had occasioned there, 
and stating that one of the Elders had addressed a letter to 
the Harbinger, complaining and declaring it to be inconsistent 
with the late arrangements. The January number of the 
Harbinger next arrived; this some of the brethren spoke of to 
me as not being free from insinuations and imputations, and 
expressed their grief at the appearance of a spirit in the editor 
utterly at war with the letters which I had published. The 
- February number of the Harbinger at tast came; still the bre- 

thren thought it not free from allusions and expressions hostile 
to the continuation of peace. The March number arrived, 
when things became so perfectly ambiguous and equivocal 
that I informed one of the Eldeys of Cincinnati that my private 
remonstrance with the Harbinger was come toan end. This 


person addressed a second letter to the Harbinger, and the 


result was that Iwas once more addressed by the Harbinger 
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and informed that when he said certain matters and used cer- 
tain expressions I was not to understand him to mean the 
Evangelist. | 
Now, reader, was it atime for him or me either to speak 
ambiguously? and so ambiguously too as to disturb the minds 
of the brethren, to cause an elder of the church to address him 
a letter on the subject, and to make it necessary even for him- 
_ Self to write me, and bid me not imagine the Evangelist to be 
These are some of the things, then, reader, which compelled 
me to believe that explanation was necessary. 1 have ex- 
plained and will explain farther if necessary. Do I hesitate 
to say that my feelings have been wounded? No. I feel that 
the most sacred affections of my heart have been outraged. 
The Evangelist suffered publicly and privately while suffering 
was good: But there is a certain point to which a man may 
be driven: after this to suffer ceases to be a virtue. 
In my explanations 1 said that my words had been taken 
and put under the caption *‘Heresy.”” To this the Harbinger 
-replies that the Evangelist is not ‘‘named nor alluded to in the 
_ piece.”” This is an admirable answer; but let him make the 


case hisown. He knew he was alluded to in my explanations | 


because his words were there used; but he may use my words 
it seems; set them in the most questionable attitude, and then 
tell me the Evangelist is not alluded to. a2 
He says that the Evangelist as well as any man in the world 
knew what he alluded to when he said ‘*T’he numerous peri- 
odicals that have arisen from time to time to assist us.”? To 
this l answer, that the Harbinger has no authority from me 
for thus saying. I knew nothing atall of what he meant till he 
told us; nor did I care; for I only purposed tostate tothe breth- 
ren in my former paper what I repeat here, that the Evangelist 
did not arise fo assist either him or his periodical in any sense 


that he could give the expression. He meant, he said, that. 


the Christian Baptist ‘‘led the way in the present effort at refor- 
mation.”? Well, the explanation being given, would the per- 
son who led the way in the present effort to re-estabiish the 
true gospel be permitted to use such language, and to speak 
of all who are now engaged in this effort as coming up to his 
assistance? [I think not. Yetin this matter wonders have 

The Harbinger says of our December number, that the Evan- 
gelist well knows that he, the Harbinger, regards that number 
‘Sus false in some of tts prominent facts, and unchristian in ts 
spirit, matter, and form.” The Evangelist thinks he knows 
the contrary, Seeing then that he has so gratuitously given 

- his opinion of our December number, he certainly cannot take 
it amiss in us tosay of his October number, which caused ours 


—to-be written, that we think it also false in some of its prominent 
facts, and unchristian in spirit, matter, and form, 


. 
~ 
A 
ill 
> 
~ 
dnp 


OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 161 


The Harbinger says he has. been silent when he ought to 
have spoken. I am confident that he has also spoken when 
he ought to have keen silent, for had his pieces never appeared, 
mine never would. 

Thrice do we find in his late piece the words ‘*beloved bro- 
ther”? italicised and quoted as taken from the Evangelist. This 
is a bold push to put a man at fault. Now the Harbinger has 
designated us beloved brother often enough as all know: and 
it would be a very easy matter for us to quote, italicise, and 
comment on the expression as being found in his own wri- 

tings, but alas! this is a poor way to heal wounds. He shall 
not find us prostituting the expression. pues | | 
Finally, the Harbinger speaks of his having delighted to 
- honor us. I am not conscious of having done any thing to 
_ forfeit the respect either of him or any other man in this refor- 
mation. It is God that honors us, and that hath made us a 
blessing to many people; and I trust the Harbinger will by and 
»  »y be convinced thatthe honor which we seek, itis not in his 
power to bestow. I go for peace; but henceforth it shall be 
eace founded upon rectitude. If I have misconceived him 
I desire to be corrected; and I will add, that if the Harbinger 
wants that peace to obtain, which he was the first to propose, 
he must change his plan somewhat; for if be thinks that we are 
to act as one whose hands are bound, we can only say that he 
is mistaken. We most sincerely wish to the brethren that 
peace which it appears we ourselves are not destined to enjoy. 
Yes, may grace, mercy,and peace be with the brethren through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. | W.S. 


_In the Roman Senate the greatest freedom of debate was 
_ permitted, and each member had the privilege of expressing 
his views at large on all questions submitted to their considera- 
tion. But whilst this was a standing rule in that dignified 
body, it was also deemed imperative upon its members, that 
after a question had been disposed of finally, that the minority 
should acquiesce and submit, so says the learned and elegant — 
Gibbon; it would be well for us to learn a useful lesson from 
this standing law of a Pagan assembly, a law originating in 
wisdom, and proven by experience to be a sound, healthy and 
righteous one, from which without the very best of reasons 
there should be no departure. , 

In our assemblies, when met to deliberate upon matters of 
expediency and propriety, or in cases of discipline, after the 
meeting has been properly organized, and a question has been 
submitied to the calm and patient deliberation of the body, and 
all who may desire it, have expressed their views upon the sub- 
ject, when the final vote is taken, the majority should—always — 
rule; and the minority ought not only to acquiesce but tosub- 
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mit, notonly should they yield, but comply with the wishes of 
the majority; unless this be the case, nothing can be done in 
our Christian assemblies to any purpose without unanimity, 
and this cannot be expected in one case out of a hundred. 

It ought therefore to be a standing rule amongst us that after 
the final vote is taken upon every question that has been finally 
considered, that the parties in the minority should obey. Any 
other view of the subject must lead to the abuse of a great 
privilege and plunge the congregation into the whirlpool of 
anarchy, keep the body in a continued ferment, and will 
forever prevent the settlement of every question that may 
come before the house. | 

I have seen and lamented the evil effects resulting from the 
opposite course. After the congregation had scripturally de- 
cided in a case of discipline, how often is it the case that a 
few. members in the minority have kept up a continued strife, 
by asserting in defiance of all proof the innocence of the 
accused, and condemning the measure of his excision as 
arbitrary and despotic. | 

Not only have members been known to agitate questions 
privately to the disturbance of the congregation after they 
. have been put to rest, but not unfrequently is it the case, that 
in public, insinuations or direct objections have been thrown 


out, with reference to those matters which have been thus _ 


solemnly ratified and confirmed; this is certainly indecorous 
and improper, and no member except through ignorance of 
duty, or by an overweening opinion of his own importance, 
or by a reckless disregard to the judgment of his peers, would 
adopt such acourse. 
It is to be desired that our brethren would take this matter 
under consideration, and act upon the rule referred too, upon 
which the Roman Senate acted, arule which the christian 
legislator has sanctioned and which common sense, right rea- 
son and the usages of all well organized: deliberative assem- 
blies approve. AN OBSERVER. 


PUFFING. | 
[am mortified to see the notices sometimes found in the 
letters of your correspondents, given of certain evangelists, 
who have been successfully employed in the vineyard of the 
Lord. Not unfrequently is the reflection forced upon me that 
the statistics of immersion, &c. given by them, are sent for pub- 
lication merely tolet the reader know that ‘‘Z have done tt,’’ 
with a studied particularity. You will find a correspondent 
say, ‘how unfavorable the prospects were,” until either the 
writer or some one else came to their aid, and then commenced — 


—._ the accessions, intimating if he had not been there, the meet- 


ing would have closed without additions, when in fact, he 
only may have reaped from the labors of others. Itis exceed- 
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ingly unfair and unjust to devreciate the labors of our brethren, 
and for one or two persons to run away with the spoils, or 
like Achan, to steal and hide away the golden image; and 
nothing is so unbecoming in a proclaimer of the word as 
egotism. | 

I am equally pained to see the bold and fulsome panegeric © 
that is so often bestowed upon our teacheis—for instance, they — 
are called ‘‘bold and fearless champions of the truth’’—*‘elo- 
quent and powerful proclaimers of the word,” ‘‘mighty in the - 
scriptures,” ‘‘men of great promise,” ‘‘efficient men,’’ “an 
apolios, a modern apollos, a western apollos, or the apollos of 
the west,’? and such like language. ‘Toa refined and sensi- 
tive mind, nothing can be more confounding and painful than 
such flattery, but toa young and inexperienced preacher, to . 

_be thus puffed in stereotype, it may have a most deieterious 
: effect. To administer fuel to the pride of such persons is 
dangerous in the extreme. 
~ a That we have in our rank some tolerably able men for their 
¢ircumstances-is true, but among them all you. will not find 
one that deserves the epithets bestowed upon them, and if — 
they did it would be unwise to bestow them. [n fact it is the 
fewest among them that have a competent knowledge of the 
scriptures of the Old and New Testaments; they have not en- 
joyed many advantages in early life—their attainments there- 
fore are limited—knowledge of the things of nature and reli- 
gion but scanty—and but few if any have devoted much of 
- their time assiduously, critically, and minutely to the reading» 
and study of the scriptures, except in part; and but few if 
r . any have studied them in the original language in which they 
were written, or even with the lights which English literature 
would furnish. 4 OBSERVER. 


PUNISHMENT OF THE CROSS. 


- Phe ingenuity of men in the invention of penal tortures, 

' has well nigh equalled their ingenuity in the invention of 
crime. They have seemed to think, that the more terrific and 

5 4 revolting a chastisement is, so much the stronger will be the 

reluctance to incur it. In this they have forgotten that cer- 
tainty, rather than severity of retribution, deters from sin; 
and that any apparent savageness in the penal code, instead 
of repressing insubordination, excites to it. The spectacle 
of a barbarous punishment blunts the sensibility of the ob- 

' server, annihilates his pliableness to moral consideration, re-. 
moves sympathy from the side of justice to thatof an injured 

criminal, inflames the recreant spirit to a fearlessness_of all 
milder penalties, and a willingness to hazard such as, though 
terrific, are yet uncertain and are apt, whenever inflicted, to — 
gain flattering commisseration. The history, then,of punish- _ 
ment on the cross, as it detects the secret efficacy of all pun- 
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ishment, commends itself to the notice of all who are inter- 
ested in legislating. For a different reason, it commends 


itself to Christians. This was the punishment inflicted on 


their Master. In enduring its agonies, consisted partly his 
atonement. If they wish toiearn the cost of the atonement, 
they will wish to meditate on the extent of those agonies. 

he cross wasearly used in Assyria, according to Diodorus 
Siculus; in Greece, according to Plutarch, Quintus Curtius, 


Justinius; in Germany, according to Tactius; and indeed in | 


almost every land of which a history has conve down to us. 
It is still used by Mahommedans in the east. 

Livy dates its introduction into Rome, at the time of Tullus. 
He is probadly correct; though Cicero dates it at the reign of 


Tarquin the Proud, who certainly applied the torture with all 


the zeal of one who had introduced it asa novelty. e use 
of it became more general, as the republic increased. We 
read of the crucifixion of five hundred and upwards in a 
single day, by Titus; of about two thousand at one time, by 
Quinctilius Varus; of about six thousand servants, by Augus- 
tus the Sicilian, the masters of the servants having previously 
been slain. Josephus says, that, at the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, ‘‘room was wanting for crosses, and crosses for bodies.”’ 
When nominal christianity, however, became triumphant, 


. this species of penalty was discarded throughout the Roman 


empire. As the holiest of men once endured it, a veil of 
hallowed remembrance was flung over it; Constantine resolv- 


ed that throughout his donsinions it should no longer be pro-— 


-faned, and he substituted for nailing upon the cross, strangu- 
lation upon the gallows, (patibulum instead of crux.) He 
also prohibited the breaking of the criminal’s legs, becavse the 
legs of Jesus’ companions in punishment were broken, and 
he stamped the cross on medals, coins, and the arms and 
ensigns of his soldiers. < 

The Romans applied the punishment chiefly to slaves, and 


therefore called it ‘‘servile supplicium,” ‘‘supplicium in servile 
modum.” - A crime which would subject a soldier to Soi 
tation, would send a slave to be crucified. cross, the 


very name of it,’’ says Cicero pro Rabé, ‘‘should be far, not 


only from the body of a Roman citizen, but also from his 
thoughts, eyes, ears. Not merely the endurance of all these 


cruelties, but also the condition to endure them, the expecta- 


tion, yea, the mention of them, is unworthy of a Roman citi- 


zen and free man.” It is indeed true that citizens, distinc- 


tively so calied, were always exempt from this punishment; © 


but mere freemen, who were not citizens, were sometimes 
exposed to it. No age nor sex were spared.” Robbery, 
assassination, lying, theft, desertion from the army, and other 
crimes, were punished by it, and in the case of slaves, so 


small an offence as desertion from their master. Lardner 


says, ‘it was universally and deservedly reputed the most 
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shameful and ignominious death to which a wretch could be 
condemned. In sych an exit were comprised every idea and 


circumstance of odium, disgrace, and publie scandal.”? Hence 


was the cross called ‘‘infelix arbor,” ‘‘infelix lignum,’’ ‘‘in- 
famus stipes,” “‘damnata crux.’’ ‘‘From this circumstance,’’ 
says Justin Martyr, ‘‘the heathens are fully convinced of our 
madness, in giving the second place after the immutable and 
eternal God and Father of all, to a person who was crucified,” 


‘‘We must hesitate,” says Trypho, after ridiculing the weak- 


ness and sufferings of Jesus, ‘‘with regard to our believing a 
person who was so ignominiously crucified tobe the Messiah; 


for he fell under the greatest curse of the law of God, for it is 
written in the law, cursed is every one who hangeth ona ~ 


tree.” We perceive, then, that the apostle had a meaning, 


of 


the form of the letter X, the two beams intersecting each other 


when he said, ‘*Christ took upon him the form of a servant,” 
Phil. ii. 7, 8; that‘the despised the shame,” Heb. xii. 2; that 
the preaching of the cross was to the Jew, who remembered 
Deut. xxi. 23, ‘‘a stumbling block,’? and to the Greek, who 
asked what good can come from a nailed, pierced malefactor, 
‘‘foolishness,’’? 1 Cor. i. 23. The celebrated climax of Cicero, 


- derives much of its peculiar force from the ignominy of the 


chastisement it describes. ‘‘An order was given for his exe- 


cution, for his execution upon ‘the cross!” is an outrage 


to bind a Roman citizen; to scourge him is an atrocious crime; 


to put him to death is almost parricide! but to crucify him— 


what shall [ call it?” : 


Nor did the dreadfulness of this result alone form its base- 
ness. ‘*Crudelissimum, teterrimumque,’’ Cicero characterizes 


it, and says, ‘tab oculis, auribusque, et omni cogitatione 
hominum removendum esse.” For the intensity of its pangs, 


it was feared far more than either burning or decapitation. 


‘‘[f men are free citizens,’ says Ulphianus, “‘they may be 
given to the beasts for their crimes; if slaves, they may be 


loaded with the heaviest punishment,” ‘‘supplicio summo,” 


‘‘supremo,”’ *fextremo,’’ as it was often denominated. We 
shall easily see that it must have been full of tortures if we 
attend tothe structure of the instrument and the mode of 
applying it. | 

here were two kinds of crosess; the simple and the 


double. The simple cross consisted of a single timber, to 
which the hands and feet were bound or nailed. Hesychius 


says, that somctimes the criminal was made to sit upona 
sharpened stake, and the stake penetrated the body, and after 
passing along the spine, came out atthe mouth. Seneca and 


’ Plato mention this mode of ‘‘infixion,’’ as distinguished from 


that of ‘‘affixion.’? Nicholas Fontanus says, that the cross 
sometimes came out of the breast instead of the mouth. 


The double cross, according to Tertullian, Justin Martyr, 
and Jerome, was constructed in three different ways; first, in 
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in the middle, and one of the criminal’s members being 
affixed to each section of each beam; secondly, in the form of 
the letter T, the two beams crossing each other at right angles 
at the top, and one arm being affixed to each part of the 
transverse beam; thirdly, in'a form distinguished from the 
second by an elevation of the perpendicular beam above the 
transverse, the two beams remaining at right angles to each 
other. According to the most ancient pictures, statues, and 
written representations, our Saviour suffered on the double 
cross, made in the third form. The perpendicular beam was dis- 
tinguished from the transverse by the epithet, ‘‘tree,” and this 
word is sometimes extended in its signification to the whole 
instrument. See Paul’s use of it in Gal. iii. 13, and Peter’s 
in 1 Pet.ii. 24. 
In the middle of the perpendicular beam there was a pro- © 
jection, called ‘‘the middle seat,’? upon which the sufferer 
rested and by which in part he relieved the pressure on his 
limbs. The knees being. bent, and the feet being therefore 
incapable of supporting the body, its whole weight must rest 
upon the hands, and sometimes they, without the aid of this 
middle projection, would be insufficient to sustain their bur- 
den. Although many have denied that any such seat was in 
use, the authority in favor of it seems to be decisive. Justin 
Martyr, who lived before the punishmeut of crucifixion was 


abolished, states expressly, ‘in the middle of the cross there 
Was fixed a piece of wood, as ahorn, standing out, and on the 
horn the crucified man was as it were carried.’ Ireneus 
also speaks of the projection in the middle of the perpendicu- 


lar beam, on which projection the criminal, while held up by 


nails, rested: and retieved himself.”? Tertullian and Innocent 
- Mention the same, as the means of prolonging the sufferer’s 


agony because mitigating its intenseness. The current com- 
parisons, also, among ancient authors, of a crucified man 
with an equestrian, indicate the existence of the ceniral 
knob. On no other principle can we understand the phrases, 
‘‘to mount upon the cross,” ‘‘to leap upon the cross,” ‘to 
ride,”’ (inequitare,) ‘*to rest upon the cross,”’ **to be borne and 
carried upon it.”? Ordinarily the seat was smooth and easy, 
and according to Justin, was made to resemble the horn of an 


0x; but occasionally there were sought out for the criminal — 
- some excruciating pains, and then the seat was made rough,: 


pointed, and sharp. | | 

~ On the top of the perpendicular beam, over the head_of the 
malefactor, was usually placed a tablet containing the charges | 
for which he was condemned. The tablet, according to Vos- 


gius;-was-covered with (cerusa) a kind of white paint on which 


letters were, not as some say, engraved, but written with ink 
or vitriol. Theinscription was sometimes in several different 
languages. That which Pilate wrote for Christ was in three; 
the Latin, as a tribute of respect tothe empire; the Hebrew, 
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that it might be understood by the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
and the Greek, for the accommodation of the numerous Helle- 
nists who had come up to the feast. ee 
Not more than five or six words were usually inscribed on 
the title-board. ‘*Parmulius has spoken impiously,’ is a su- 
perscription preserved in Suetonius; Eusebius mentions ano- 
ther, “this is Attalus, a Christian.”’> The words placed over 
- our Saviour, are supposed to have varied in the different lan- 
guages, and thus the varied representations of them by the 
vangelists may be, each, correct. Each contains a provo- 
king laconic sarcasm upon the Jews, whom Pilate hated un- 
governably. Here, on the slave’s cross, is your King! Jesus, 
a man from contemptible little Nazareth, and yet the King of 
all Jewry! | 
The height of the tree of the cross was ordinarily about ten 
feet. Of these, two, and sometimes three feet were sunk in 
the earth. so that the elevation of the criminal above the earth’s | 
surface was no more than from twelve to thirty-six inches. 
It was easy for the sufferer hanging on so Jow an instrument, 
to converse, as Christ did, with the by-standers, and easy for 
the by-standers, like them who gave Christ the impregnated 
‘‘nosea,” to reach to the head of the sufferer. ‘ 
The inistrument was erected for crucifixion at some conspi- 
-cuous-and frequented place. Quinctilian says, ‘‘as often as 
we crucify malefactors, we select the most celebrated roads, 
~ where the greatest possible number of witnesses can look on 
and be moved with fear.”? Pelycrates selected for the scene 
the highest summit of the celebrated Mycale; Alexander, the 
most public place in his cities; the Mamertines resorted to the 
‘‘Pompeian way,’ and in nearly all populous villages, some 
commanding site was consecrated to blood. The Jews, tho’ 
required by Deut. xvii. 13, to inflict capital punishment so 
ublicly that ‘‘all the people shall hear and fear,’’ were yet 
forbidden by the spirit of Numb. xv. 35, and 1 Kings xxi. 13, | 
to inflict it within the city, see ‘Acts vil. 58, and the Romans 
also preferred to crucify their malefactors ‘‘without the gate.” 
Accordingly Christ was led from the governor’s palace, which 
was the celebrated fort of Antonia, and situated a few rods 
north of the temple, to Golgotha, ‘*the skull,”’—called the skull 
partly on account of its shape, partly because it was strowed 
with the bones of malefactors: crucified upon it. Although 
without the city, as is evident from Heb. xiii. 12, it was not 
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the fort of Antonia, or the governor’s palace, where Christ 

stood trial, was in the shortest course about four hundred yards, 
and this may have been the distance which he walked to cru- 
-cifixion. Being near the walls,and being, moreover, an emi- 
nence, the spot was very publicly exposed. It was easy, 
therefore, for the priests to gaze at the suspended Messiah 
without defiling themselves by ascending the hill, see Matt. 
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41, Mark xv. 32; for the Galilean women likewise to 


behold him ‘‘afar off,’? see Matt. xxvii. 55, Mark xv. 40, Luke’ 
Xxili. 49; and for ‘*many of the Jews,” to read the title of his 
accusation, even while standing on the walls of the city.— 
‘There were also two public roads, one from Bethlehem and 
one from Joppa, which met by the side of the mountain in .'s 
immediate neighborhood, and 60 travellers from the west : 
would necessarily ‘‘pass by,’”? and might revile the exeented =. 
sufferer; see Matt. xxvii. 39, Mark xv. 29. From this publi- 
city and also from the barrenness of Golgotha, it was a very 
eligible spot for executions; yet, above all others, disgraceful. 
To be crucified there, was as repugnant to a prisoner’s feel- 
ings, as in England to be hung at Tyburn. But Christ 
“sought disgrace.”’ : 


THE NORTH WES#ERN PASSAGE. 
The question of a North Western.passage from the Atlantic _ 
to the Pacific Ocean, after having been-for three centuries a 
matter of doubt to thecivilized world has been settled at last. 
It is known that’ such a passage exists. Messrs. Dease and 
Simpson, of the Hudson- Bay Company, have succeeded after 
two previous attempts, which resulted unsuccessfully,-in ex- 

' -ploring the way, and in establishing b@yond a doubt the fact ~ 
of a continuous communication between the two great Oceans. 
The passage through the entire route from the mouth of the — 
Coppermine river to the Atlantic lies South Lat.69. Thestrait ~< 
continuing the passage runs between Boothia, now first agcer- 

tained to be an island, and the main land; it is about ten miles 


wide at each extremity and three-miles wide in the middle.— y 


successful explorers reached tort Siinpson—a trading post - 
~ of the company—on the 14th of October last, having left 
-€ape Franklin, near the mouth of the Coppermine river, on. 
‘the 20th of July. 

especial solicitude to the British Gevernment. °The names of 

Parry, Franklin, Ross, Back and others, -are associated with 
strenuous persevering and most laborious effort towards attain- 
ing this much desired result. The libera! policy of the govern- 
ment which rewarded and honored the services of these 
enterprising men, though none of them succeeded in-the 
ultimate purpose of their labors, has now achieved the grea‘ 

_endin view. Each previous undertaking did something to- 

’ wards accomplishing it. Messrs. Dease and Simpson, to whom | 
belongs the glory of final success, no more deserve all the 

honor of the enterprise, than the architect of a cupalo deserves 
to enjoy the fame of constructing the noble edifice of which 
it is the crowning ornament.—Balt. Am. | 


The discovery of this passage has long been an object of“ ~. : 
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{| Sdmuel Hawkins, paid 1839, andJ. Radford, ‘paid 1839-40, of Oak |} 
{| Grove, Christian co. Ky.; James Miller, Miller’s Mills, Christian 


Ky: paid 1839-40; Mrs, Ryan, Sharpsburgit, Ky. paid 1839-40, by Mr. 
Crane; L. J. Fleming, Woodford co. Ky. paid 1840; James Ellis; Dry — 
Creek, Ky. paid 1840; John Ramsdale, paid 1840; Dr. JatmegFish- | 
baek, Lexington, Ky. paid 1840; ‘T. Crane, and John Owens, Vin. O. 
1839-40; Daniel Runyon, A. Soward, John M. Holton aid Wm. 
Conner; Minerva, Mason co, Ky, paid 1840; James ‘I'rue, Dover, Mason 
_co. Ky. paid 1840; Wilson ‘Thomas, P. ‘Vhomas, J. Thomas and Jaines 
“H. Drane, Bayards P. O. Sheiby co. Ky. paid-184u0; Jovn Dunham, 
Lebanon, O. paid 1840; Danie! Munroe, New York, paid’1840; Elijah. 
| Wools, John Boor, Alfred Cain and Archer Boor, Van Buren P. O. Ciay 
co. la. paid 1840; Wm. D. Lad, Vigo co. Ia. paid 1840} Hetty Jameson, 
Mayslick, Ky. paid: 1839; W.C. Holton and Simeon Walton, paid 1840 
of Mason co. Ky.; James Graves and Samuel Ayres of Danvilie, 
| Mercer co. Ky. paid 1840; John F. Kautner, Soysiown Pa. paid | 
1840; Hiram Parker, paid 1839-40, and James Jeeple, paid 1839-40, 
and Isaac Jessup, paid $1, all of Laporte co. la,; #- F. Cromwell, Cyn- 
Ky. paid for 1840; Benjamin Brandon anéJoseph Patton, Broad- 
well P. O, Har-ison co. Ky. paidl840; K. Yog@ll and A. Hobbs, paid 
1839-40, and John Fetrill, W. C. Berkshires 8. Jenkins, paid 184), 
|i ‘albof Petersburgh, Boone co. Ky.; John G. $18, Dry Creek, Campbell 
= pe co. Ky. paid 1840; S. S. Neal and Mrs, E. kew, Mooresville, Ala. pd |} 
4839+ John Looney, Richard C, Mason, andMrs. Martha Butler, pd1840,/ 
tee" Tiana Ala; brother Bentley, pd for ith 1840, and 1839-40 for 
| - himself, Solon O.; brother B. A. Hicks, § Poindexter, Robert Rus-* 
sel, paid 1840, and 8S. B. Vanpelt, paid US -40, all of Lexington Ky.; 
Geo. P, Sidener, Centreville Ky, paid Peter Applegate, paid 1839, 
Willis Arnold, paid 1839-4, Samuel L@@rson and Samuel ‘Taylor, 1840 | 
yall of Greencastle Ia. 
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We in Friday before the fourth Jfd’s day of September, 1840, 
a—onnual p€ting at Springfield, Illinois. 
of Christ are ds¥ited and urged to attend it b 
thei and their Evangelists. Elders 
earnestly rapuested to attend. We should 
ave with us @m other States and Territories 
W/#esign particularly to invite the 
rethren Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana. || 
| lO co mé days in worship—to become 


With each oti@r—to strengthen the bonds of fel- || 
—to know our numbers—to 


Jowship and ‘brotherly affection 
#s in the field of labor as we may be 


* 

ton 


lave as many Evangel 


able to su pport—~and t | 
port—-and Make one unite 
truth through our county. 
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HENDERSON, Ev. of Morean Co. 
HENRY D. PALMER, 
Tuzewell County. 
THEOPHILUS SWEET, Lick Creek. 
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